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Introduction 
 
1. This is Vector Limited’s (Vector) submission on the Electricity Authority’s (the Authority) 

consultation papers, Addressing Common Quality Information Requirements and Part 8 
Code amendment proposal, published on 1 October 2024.  
 

2. In the Addressing Common Quality Information Requirements consultation paper, we 
support the intention behind Option 2 to improve visibility of the behaviour and performance 
of distributed generation connected to distribution networks. In the long-term, high-quality 
information will help distribution businesses to better forecast the impacts of demand and 
generation and therefore plan and operate networks in a way that supports the electricity 
system.  
 

3. The importance of understanding the performance of DER to support planning and 
coordination for DER on distribution networks is clear, therefore distribution network 
operators should be included in drafting documents related to common quality information 
requirements in collaboration with the system operator. Additionally, the Authority should 
prioritise distributors’ access to enhanced smart meter data to improve network operators’ 
abilities to monitor, assess, and forecast DER impacts on their networks.  
 

4. In the Part 8 Code amendment proposal consultation paper, related to proposal FSR-003, it 
is reasonable that IF we can prove that actions by an industry participant have caused an 
UFE then that participant should be the ‘causer’ of that event, however we have concerns 
about the interactions between DER aggregator behaviour and distribution networks.  

5. Given the anticipated increase of managed DER participation in the electricity system going 
forward, we are concerned that non-retailer aggregators are not a defined industry 
participant in the Code, and there is no apparent plan to add them to the Code. This means 
a non-retailer DER aggregator could not be found as a causer of a UFE even when it could 
be proven that they were the causer. This feels like a significant oversight, and a flaw in this 
proposal. It will be critical that distributors are not held liable for the actions of DER 
aggregators on their networks. 

6. This proposed change will unreasonably expose EDBs to the risk of being found to be the 
‘causer’ of UFEs even when other users of the distribution networks are to blame; users who 
may not be industry participants or are not subject to any obligations to coordinate with or 
consider local network constraints when operating their equipment. If the Authority is 
committed to bringing these parties into the market, it must ensure the commensurate 
safeguards are in place first. 
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7. Part 8 is dedicated to maintaining common quality on the transmission network, but there is 
no equivalent for distribution network operators. Clearer expectations or requirements could 
be written into the Code to ensure that distribution-connected parties (e.g. DG 
owners/operators, aggregators, etc) must operate their assets (or pool of assets) in such a 
way as to avoid to risk of causing an UFE. These expectations/requirements would be the 
good electricity industry practice that also helps avoid local power quality issues, damage to 
network infrastructure, or unplanned outages. 

 
8. We have set out our responses to the consultation questions for Addressing Common 

Quality Information Requirements in Appendix A and Part 8 Code amendment proposal in 
Appendix B below. No part of this submission is confidential, and we are happy for the 
Authority to publish it in its entirety. 

 
9. We are happy to discuss any aspects of this submission with the Authority.   

  
 
 

Sincerely 
For and on behalf of Vector Limited 

 

Matt Smith 
Policy Advisor, Strategic Planning and Technology Integration 
 
  
















