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Don’t risk your life, 
or a hefty fine, for an anchor. 

Keep clear of submarine cables!

Vector owns a number of submarine cables in the Auckland region in the 
locations shown on the maps opposite.

Damaging a cable has the potential to cause serious injury or death to you 
or your passengers. Furthermore, it could disrupt the power supply and 
lead to prosecution under the Submarine Cables and Pipelines Act. That’s 
why boaties are not permitted to anchor or fish over cable routes.

The prohibited zones are clearly identified by markers where they enter and 
leave the water. Cable routes are also marked on marine charts. 

If you’re going boating, check your charts to make sure you know the exact 
locations of the prohibited zones.

WHAT SHOULD YOU DO IF YOU SNAG A CABLE?

•  If, after taking all reasonable precautions, you think you have snagged 
your anchor or fishing gear on a Vector submarine cable, DO NOT TRY TO 
FREE IT. 

•  Note your position and abandon your gear. Then call us with the details. 
We may retrieve your gear or reimburse the cost of replacement.

WHAT ARE THE PENALTIES FOR DAMAGING A CABLE?

•  It is an offence to damage a submarine cable; anyone convicted of doing 
so could be fined up to $250,000.

•  In addition, you are liable for the recovery of repair costs by Vector, 
which can easily reach $100,000.

•  Vector cables can be carrying up to 33,000 volts and snagging one could 
cause serious injury or even death.

DON’T FORGET TO WATCH FOR OVERHEAD LINES

•  Always assume an overhead line is an electricity line and that it is ‘live’.     
Take a boat’s mast down when launching, towing or bringing up a boat 
ramp to prevent the mast from coming in contact with an electricity line.

KEEP CLEAR 
OF THESE 

PROHIBITED 
ZONES

 
 

Maps not to be used 
for navigation.

 
For more information call:  

Auckland region

0508 832 867 
 

Northern region 

0800 948 100
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